
MINUTES

Community Appearance Board
September 9, 2014

MEMBERS PRESENT: Mr. Larry Feagin, Ms. Janet Johnson, Ms. Kisha Gamble, Ms. Sharon Jones, & Mr. Billy Mitchell

MEMBERS ABSENT: Mr. Ronald McInnis

OTHERS PRESENT: Matt Millwood, Rick Martin, & Debra Grant

Approval of Minutes: Minutes for August 28, 2013; Ms. Sharon Jones made a motion to approve the minutes as written, seconded by Mr. Larry Feagin, the motion carried unanimously. 

Public Input: None

Consideration:

	El Cerro Grande Restaurant, located at 829 Church Street (TMS#05-0026-208-00-00) is seeking a variance from the strict interpretation of the City of Georgetown Zoning Ordinance; Article XIII, Section 1305 (Overlay District). 
Matt Millwood/City Staff told the Board that the owners want to change the look of the building and the requested materials (Stucco and cultured stone, and Spanish tiles) are not listed in the Zoning Ordinance. The style requested is a Mexican Style and the new parapet will give the building a larger look. The Chair asked Matt to read off the allowed materials, and he read them off for the Board. Mr. Mitchell/Board Chair stated that there have been previous applicants that requested to have stone on their project. 

Lindsay Morales/Co-Owner told the Board that it is their desire to improve the building and be more uniform with the surrounding areas that are a part of their chain. The basic smooth texture stucco is what is desired; the stone requested will give the Hispanic look that we are going for since this is a Mexican restaurant , the paint color will be toned down to a more creamier color. Mr. Mitchell/Chairman asked if the applicant have another alternative for the use of the stone since it has been denied to Pizza Hut, and the Board does not want to appear unfair. Ms. Morales said their second idea would be split face blocks that can the used with smaller sizes and different textures to get the same look. Mr. Mitchell was in favor of the split face blocks. Ms. Morales told the Board the existing deck will be enclosed to have more floor space, and this whole renovation is being done to give something back to Georgetown and to have a building they can be proud of. 

Discussion: Mr. Feagin said he felt the application should be approved as it was presented with the use of the stones, because the other locations had a building that looked like a Mexican restaurant and Georgetown deserves to have one too.  Mr. Mitchell said he is in favor of having a Mexican restaurant but not in agreement with potentially having the City in a law suit, which he felt we would be headed if too many changes were to be made.  Mr. Feagin said the City officials could handle that. 

Motion: Mr. Feagin made a motion to approve the application as presented, seconded by Ms. Sharon Jones; the motion carried 3 to 0 by a rising of hands. (Mr. Mitchell and Ms. Gamble cast the descending vote). 

The Staff thanked Ms. Kisha Gamble for her service on the Board, because this was her last meeting. Ms. Janet Johnson was also welcomed by Staff for willingness to serve on the Board.

Adjournment: With there being no further business the meeting was adjourned.

Submitted By,

Debra Grant
Board Secretary
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